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Introduction –
The Importance of the Economics and Spirit Connection
Because there is a lot of discomfort about spirituality among many who are devoted to a new economy, I want to begin there.  I want to reduce the discomfort, if possible, by explaining why I believe a new economy will be stronger if spirituality has an overt, progressive role, rather than a hidden, unconscious one.  I want to show particular ways in which economics and Spirit are inherently connected.  If the connection is, as I believe it to be, then both are slighted when they are kept apart.  Conversely, when their connection is properly perceived and respected, synergy is released for a new economy and for building our capacities in living spiritually.  That is to say, we will be more human and more fully a part of the web of all life.  Our ego systems will continually discover the wisdom of the eco-systems, and their invitation to us to co-create with them.
Later, in my conclusion, I will return to this thesis that it is actually not possible to remain spiritually neutral regarding economics.  Let me say here that mainstream, market economics, though it does not speak explicitly of its spirituality, still embodies spirit in many of its practices, essential concepts, underlying assumptions and mystifications.  When, as its critics, we recognize this spirituality, it can sharpen our critique and set the stage for presenting an alternative economic vision that expresses an explicit spirituality rooted in the unfolding ecological and cosmological stories.

The Bible and Economics – Reading Sacred Texts Economically
I would like, first, to say a brief word about the bible and economics.  The bible consistently and persistently seeks alternatives to empire – all empires of history, be they Egypt, Assyria, Babylonia, Persia, Greece, Rome, or modern; be they structured as city-states, imperial nation-states, or configurations of corporations, financial institutions, militaries, and the wealthy nations.  The bible concretizes the alternatives to empire by naming economic practices that organize sustainable, community life.  So, the bible counters the empire story with a cosmological one and makes practicing economic alternatives the heart of building a different world.  
This differs from a widely held understanding about sacred texts, namely that they do not propose an economic model, but are useful only as advocates for  ethical behavior in life, including within a business or economic model.  I propose that because they describe a different paradigm for understanding the world from the dominant one, they also present an economy that expresses that paradigm.  The biblical paradigm is cosmological, not imperial.  It is precisely because the bible and other sacred texts have been read through the lens of empire that they have been misread, and they have been set aside as speaking only to spiritual matters and ethical guidance.  But when read with a cosmological consciousness, these same texts vigorously resist the imperial stories and economics by advocating cosmological stories with economies that are redirected toward local communities, global sustainability, and ecological integrity.
We want, then, to frame our conversations on economics and Spirit in cosmology and ecology, not empire, and not simply human behavior.  This, in fact, is what the bible does when we read it with the inner eye of cosmic awareness.  Though the cosmology in which the bible frames its worldview is dated, the idea of framing our worldview, and thus our economics, in contemporary, emerging cosmology is radically relevant.  It gives us a helpful power-boost as we lift our new economy out of the spins and frames of empire stories and re-frame it in the ever new and emerging stories of contemporary cosmology.
A point of interest is that two racial groups in U.S. history, along with many Latinos in Latin America, resonate with the bible’s countering of empire.  First, African-Americans, who have absorbed in their bodies, hearts, and minds the onslaught of U.S. empire and yet survived.  The African-American struggle, partly expressed in his preaching and music, has invoked the biblical economics of jubilee, pointing out that European-Americans behaved as their imperial oppressors.  Second, Native Americans, devastated by empire economics of several European empires, still survive.  Those living the “red way”, or traditional way, continue to practice the ecological and cosmological worldview from which biblical economics is drawn.  Third, Latinos, struggling with 500 years of domination by European empires and economies, have given to the Americas a vibrant reframing of the biblical narrative as a story of liberation from such domination.  Theologies of liberation, though often framed in terms of political and social resistance when they first appeared, have become increasingly connected to ecological and cosmological reframes in their advocacy of peoples economics.
An Overview of Biblical or Sabbath Economics in Terms of Economic Themes
I want to recognize that people working with biblical economics call that economics by many names:  sabbath economics, jubilee economics, God's economy, the economy of grace, covenant community economy, and others, including solidarity economy.
From Torah to the Prophets and the Gospels, the biblical economic paradigm is expressed and recreated to counter the empire of the moment.  I name the economic themes of this paradigm in my book designed for group use, entitled Reading the Bible Economically.  Here are most of the themes I cover.  Each theme is followed with a concrete activity expressing the theme. –

· countering empire – telling an economic story that is not the empire story but the story of communities living human and life values with focused intention and covenants
· recall, reframe, and re-narrate memories dangerous to empire to shape contrast economy – ritual remembrances on dates of iconic events and people

· reinventing Sabbath -- act of resistance to “time is money” and 7/24 activity

· enough for all – reframing security through intentional communities and giving priority to  local economies
· debt and usury – intentional communities buying up some of the debt of members so that interest can be eliminated or significantly reduced and withholding financial energy from corporate financial institutions too-big-to-fail 

· land use – treating land as the sacred trust of a community rather than a private commodity – community land trusts empower neighborhoods, small farms, and nature sanctuaries to be held as a commons for purposes of life

· redistributive justice and restorative justice (rest-oration to community) – addressing debt through intentional community and land use through community land trusts, right relationships can be restored and resources to empower life are redistributed, practicing enough for all

· re-creating commons (community economics) – focus consuming in local businesses, gardening communally, community land trusts, etc.
· artistic imagination – assure that artists are integrally included in our actions and organizations to bring forth the images of new beginnings and possible worlds

· economics and Spirit – recognize and value feelings of awe, experiences of kindness, encountering mystery; value such practices of contemplation that re-center life away from the dominant economic practices to sustainable abundance 

· banking – deposit money in community development financial institutions, local banks, and credit union cooperatives

· investing – move money into green companies and local community endeavors

· resource and wealth inequalities – withdraw support from all businesses that increase wealth inequalities; create models of households, organizations, and congregations using intentional mechanisms to embody sustainable abundance with enough for all

· power of humanness – pull out of de-humanizing work and activity so common in empire economic choices; be in a small group that creates radically safe space in which all feelings and thoughts can be welcomed

· when empire economies fail – break through denial that persists in empire practices and find a community intentional about recreating commonwealth through practices that result in enough for all

I hope it is clear that I do not wish to root an economic model in the Bible in order to give it authority.  Rather, I seek to show how the economics advocated in the bible encourage and support creative alternatives to empire economies.  The economics of Torah, Prophets, and Gospels, were in resistance to empire stories and structures.  Their resistance to what they did not want was given positive expression by what they did want, and they trumped empire’s big stories by using the larger stories of nature and cosmology.  The biblical wisdom is that living economies are inherently grounded in ecology and cosmology.  In other words, the frequently heard idea that environmental concerns often conflict with good economics is alien to the economics of the bible.
  
How Economics and Spirit Connect

I want to unpack what I believe is an inherent connection between economics and Spirit, and to do so by making three points very briefly.  I want (1) to distinguish between spirituality and morality, (2) to applaud those who see a spiritual crisis as part of the essence of the current economic crisis, and (3) to show the connection of economics and Spirit in the ecological and cosmological stories of our time even as they are divided in the empire stories of the past 5000 years.

1. Distinguishing between Spirituality and Morality of People and the Current Neo-liberal Capitalist Model

Moral failure in people is being exposed during this economic moment.  Greed and deceit are cited as major causes to breakdown in the function of the economy.  Following along with moral failure of people, questions are raised about the morality of capitalism itself, a system that attempts to tame the beast of greed while benefiting from its energies.  
These are grievous failures, but morality may or may not be linked for people to what is most widely understood as spirituality.  Spirituality is larger and different from ethics and morality, important though they be.
2. Spiritual Crisis – Connecting Reduced Happiness and Meaning with Increased Wealth
From time to time an analyst of the current economic failures will observe that in essence we are in a spiritual crisis.  The crisis is then framed as the failure of materialism, consumerism, high incomes, and high productivity to result in happiness or meaning.  That, in fact, happiness and meaning are threatened by success in the measurements we use to measure economic success and often slip as wealth increases.  This important analysis, with the building empirical evidence in support of it, animates the idea that an economy is better measured by the Human Development Index (HDI), a standard to measure the overall life quality or wellbeing than by the Gross Domestic Product (GDP), the standard of goods and services produced and consumed.  As is often observed, we get what we measure.  The connection of Spirit and economics is a story that prefers the HDI to the GDP.  We can all work to show the harm of using the GDP standard as we recognize its dependence upon growth that is unsustainable on our planet. 
3. Economics and Spirit Connect through Worldview and Story
Spiritual thinking and practice at its best breaks through the dominant economic story and conversations by providing a different lens to view reality and hence a different narrative for conversation.  The economic story we seek is not to be located within the story of empire, but in the larger story of ecology and cosmology.  Ecological and cosmological stories have more mystery and awe; they are not as confident that rational formulas and mathematical equations tell enough of the whole story to result in sustainable living.

For example, what is the logic of a system on a limited planet when it depends on unlimited growth?  Or one that makes capital markets a primary measurement of economic health instead of those things that truly make our relationships and lives better, as well as all species inhabiting our priceless planet?  Against such logic, comes the suggestion for the logic of grace, or of a gift economy, i.e., a logic rooted in ecology and cosmology.
Why We Cannot Avoid a Progressive Connection between
Economics and Spirituality
Finally, we cannot avoid a progressive connection between economics and some form of spirituality.  Economies take on religious meanings and functions.  They do so consciously or unconsciously.  One of the benefits of including faith-based perspectives in new economic models and practices is precisely because economies have this enormous capacity to trick us into believing they can adequately address the yearnings of our souls.  Ads exhibit this as they affirm the truth of our anxieties and lower ideas of self by telling us how we will enhance our self-worth, our relationships, our happiness, and the meaning of life through their products and services.  It is not hard to recognize this as flawed spirituality.
Economies shape patterns in society that either align with wholeness and life, or conversely, distort and drain life in such ways that lead to death.  Economies have the enormous power to commoditize and sacralize.  That is, they take sacred things and make them for sale; conversely, they take ordinary things and give them value beyond any logic other than market demand.  Economies, then, become religious in nature.  

A word to describe this phenomenon, “mammon,” has wide recognition though it is not highly operative in most economic thinking.  A faith-based group is more likely to include “mammon” and many other spiritual or quasi-spiritual words in its understanding of economic systems as they critique the power of the system itself, the hubris of some money leaders, and the seduction of financial accumulation.

It is because of the great devotion economic policies and practices draw from us, that it is important to root economics in a paradigm of Spirit.  When Spirit is integral to the paradigm, then the sacred – awe, wonder, mystery, generosity, kindness – energizes the deep desire of humans to cooperate and build the human capacity for love and peace in the world.
Former World Bank senior economist, Herman Daly, and theologian, John Cobb, have written an excellent book, For the Common Good: Redirecting the Economy toward Community, the Environment, and a Sustainable Future.  They say clearly that they are not alarmists, but that they are alarmed by what has happened economically and ecologically.  They write pleading for change, and recognize that spirituality and economics now need each other.  

 “The changes that are now needed in society are at a level that stirs religious passions.  The debate will be a religious one whether that is made explicit or not.  The whole understanding of reality and the orientation to it are at stake. … [The solutions will be created] by those who can draw forth these deepest energies of the centered self and give them shape and direction.  Getting there, if it happens at all, will be a religious event.”
For the Common Good: Redirecting the Economy toward Community, the Environment, and a Sustainable Future by Herman Daly and John Cobb[image: image1.png]
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