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Speakers Notes for Mariama Williams

The International Gender and Trade Network  is a network of feminist gender specialists who provide technical information on gender and trade issues to women's groups, NGOs, social movements and governments. 
IGTN acts as a political catalyst to enlarge the space for a critical feminist perspective and global action on trade and globalization issues. 
It is a Southern-led network that builds South/North cooperation in the work of developing more just and democratic policy from a critical feminist perspective. 
IGTN is organized in eight regions:  Africa, Asia, Caribbean, Central Asia, Europe, Latin America, North America. www.igtn.org.  

Our regional focus: the effect of trade liberalization on rural women, women workers, and women migrant workers and the broader impact on their families and communities.
We are for ensuring:

· universal service access for water and other essential services
· sustainable environment 
· Decent and fairly remunerated work for everyone. 
We believe that:
The nature, extent and linkage between social and ethical concerns and commercial rules should be left to be determined within the framework of social institutions which have the appropriate civil society and other participatory and democratic mechanisms. Not the WTO, IMF or World Bank or national treasury Department or Ministries of Finance sole discretion
Our tool:  Gender analysis

A gender analysis is not concerned only with women, but also with the social, cultural, economic and political structures that are shaped by different roles played by women and men in the family and the community. For example, important differences exist between women and men in their quality of life; in the amount, kind and recognition of work they do; in health and literacy levels; and in their economic, political and social standing.

Synergies between the work of IGTN and SEN
Our work intersects with and complements SEN’s focus in many areas, but in particular with regard to our research and advocacy on sustainable agriculture, food security/sovereignty and water.

· Food security/Food sovereignty

We support food sovereignty because it provides a framework for

activists to reclaim the political struggle essential to shaping a fairer and more sustainable food system.
Food sovereignty is the peoples’, countries’ or state unions’ RIGHT to defi ne their agricultural and food policy, without any dumping vis-à-vis third countries. Food sovereignty includes:

• prioritizing local agricultural production in order to feed the people, access of peasants and landless people to land, water, seeds, and credit. Hence the need for land reforms, for fi ghting against:
GMOs (Genetically Modifi ed Organisms), for free access to seeds, and for safeguarding water asa public good to be sustainably distributed.

• the right of farmers, peasants to produce food and the right of consumers to be able to decide whatthey consume, and how and by whom it is produced.

• the right of Countries to protect themselves from too low priced agricultural and food imports.

• agricultural prices linked to production costs : they can be achieved if the Countries or Unions of States are entitled to impose taxes on excessively cheap imports, if they commit themselves in favour of a sustainable farm production, and if they control production on the inner market so as to avoid structural surpluses.

• the populations taking part in the agricultural policy choices.

• the recognition of women farmers’ rights, who play a major role in agricultural production and

in food.  La Via Campesina

Qualities of sustainable development, which are also the qualities of SE:

Flexibility

Transformation

Coherence

Stability

Integrative

Participatory

Self sufficiency

Self referred

Strong interaction: cooperation
Weak interaction: competition, profit motivated ego driven production
· Rights-based normative framework should inform global-regional 
· International and trade and financial policy:

capital controls
Guaranteeing decent work
Regulation of extractive industries, among others.
socially oriented economic policies and programs.

· Food sovereignty and the creation of sustainable, local and regional food systems should not be subsumed by corporate interests in industrial food production and alternative fuel development.
· Rejection of industrial agriculture as the only model for growing and distributing food. (It threatens the livelihoods and household nutrition of millions of small producers, and contributes to climate destabilizing practices of monoculture and petro-dependent cultivation.) 
· Severe limitations imposed by the global supply-chain model 

· Export led growth based on productive specialization of low value added products reinforce unhealthy patterns of export-related income growth.
Trade is the main channel by which the financial crisis is making its impacts felt on the real economies of developing countries. No country can succeed in using trade to develop and reduce poverty without supportive internal and external financial structure
Therefore the trade dimensions and impacts of financial reforms should be factored in efforts towards global financial reforms.

Strengthened regional and sub-regional schemes for monetary cooperation in the context of a set of efficient and vital local currency systems hold the key to lower dependence on the currencies of a few dominant countries.  
Fair trade should pay regard to curbing the speculative movements of capital that generate or exacerbate the fluctuations of export-related incomes in developing countries

Extremely fragile institutions must be allowed to fail and depositors’ assets secured. In the medium to long term emphasis must be placed on ensuring a robust financial system that is focused on poverty eradication, economic security, sustaining economic development gains and employment creation.

Our six key principles or unities on development resonates with SE principles, as we understand it: 

1) Gender and social justice;

2) Governmental responsibility & accountability for employment, 
decent work and livable wages;

 3) Social sustainability;

4)  Economic justice;

 5) Ethics in economic and political governance of the economy; 

6) Self-sufficiency and solidarity within, among and between developing countries. 

Gender and social Justice:

Allocating budgetary resources to underwrite education, health, training, skills and entrepreneurial development for women. 
Accounting for and resourcing the care economy/ the informal economy in its fiscal and monetary management of the economy. 
Ensure adequate resources to create the necessary conditions for individual women and men to develop their abilities and increase their functioning as capable members of their households, communities, localities and nations. 

Reduce and eliminate public poverty (by governments providing the necessary infrastructure - transportation, water, sanitation, public health) for men and women to perform social reproduction. 
It also means finding creative ways and incentives to shift the bargaining power within households in order to encourage more equitable division of labor and resources in the care economy. 

Social sustainability
1. Maintenance of the social fabric of society 
2. Social harmony and social inclusion (by the mediation and resolution of gender-based, ethnic and other forms of violence and social conflicts)

3.  Continual deepening of the participation and active involvement of every citizen in all aspects of political life, local, national and regional governance (participation and democracy). 

Economic Justice

Economic dignity and economic security which are at the heart of the distributive and re-distributive function of government. Thus economic justice gives rise to the accountability and monitoring of the practice of fiscal, monetary and trade policies in order to ensure a adequate level of social welfare and to cover market failures (with, i.e., minimum wage and unemployment compensation, social security, government spending on public (non-market) goods and etc. Mechanisms: consultations on economic matters with citizens as well as initiatives such as alternatives and gender budgets and employment targeting monetary policy. Remake the social contract and social compacts around employment and social protection.
Self-sufficiency and solidarity  
Self sufficiency and solidarity refer to the commitment within, among and between developing countries in terms of ensuring food security/national self-sufficiency & access to medicine and access to investment & technology necessary for development. It also include solidarity and partnership between developed and developing countries in terms of the flow of technology, investment and overseas development assistance, fair and balanced trade rules and the flexibility for developing countries in pursuing macroeconomic policies.
